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Notes on Proofreading of Epitaphs of the Song,Liao and Jin Dynasties
He Shan

Abstract: The redundancy of folk characters is the most prominent characteristic of ancient
stone inscriptions and other handwritten texts. Two of the embodiments of this characteristic are
the polymorphism of one word and the co-use of many characters. Too many popular variants not
only make the relationship complicated and confused between characters and words, but also
easily lead to the misjudgement of the correspondence between folk characters and standard char-
acters,as well as between words and characters. Scientific textual research on the nine erroneous
and vulgar characters misinterpreted and misidentified on epitaphs of the Song,Liao and Jin Dy-
nasties , can provide vivid empirical materials for the study of Chinese characters and the editing of
inscription documents,and enrich the specific content of the relevant research on modern Chinese
characters and the history of Chinese characters.

Key Words: Epitaphs of the Song.Liao and Jin Dynasties; Folk characters; Explanation with

examples; Modern Chinese characters; The history of Chinese characters
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