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semantic fusion

MENG Pengsheng On the characters pi ( ) and zheng ( ) as homographs and some evidences in
ancient classics

The characters pi () and zheng ( ) were originally two different characters without any relation.
However during the historical development of Chinese characters there were periods where the two characters
shared a similar or even the same written form due to former mistakes. This paper collects examples given by
earlier scholars on the use of pi and zheng as homographs and provides some more evidences to demonstrate the
developing process of the two characters as homographs. Based on these endeavors are also made for the
clearance of some annotating problems in the interpretation of ancient classics.

Keywords: homograph misused character mutual interchangeability pi () zheng ()

JIANG Wen Xu ( /) “to succeed” in extant texts of Archaic Chinese

Although the word xu ( / ) in Archaic Chinese is attested for the indication of several different
meanings its indication of “to succeed” has not been comprehensively discussed. This paper presents several
evidences of such a use in extant historical literature and excavated texts and argues that in bronze
inscriptions of the Spring and Autumn Period and bamboo slips of the Warring States at least six graphs which
contain yu () or yu () as their phonetic components were used to denote the word xu “to succeed.” In
extant texts produced no later than the Western Han dynasty there are also no less than eight examples where
xu should be interpreted as “to succeed.”

Keywords: xu () axu () word meaning Archaic Chinese

MA Kun On the ancient pronunciation and development of the character and its related characters

Issues concerning the ancient pronunciation of the character and the development of its written form are
very complicated. No agreement has been reached on the relation between the various ways of fangie ( ) of

and whether  has a xiesheng ( ) connection with the character . This further caused disagreements
on the categorization of and its related characters as well as the reconstruction of their ancient
pronunciations. Based on excavated texts this paper analyzes the development of the written form of and
categorizes its forms into three types. According to the three systems of the reconstruction of Old Chinese ( the

systems given by Zhengzhang Shangfang Pan Wuyun and Baxter and Sagart) this paper investigates the

rhyme and xiesheng of the three types of as well as their use as a replacement of another word and
proposes that:  , was a primitive form of “a fly” which can be reconstructed as ~ m.rap ;  , was
equal to the in “a flog” which can be reconstructed as ~ m'rep? ; ¢ represents the in both

“a place in Henan province” and “endeavor”  which can be reconstructed as " men? . In
addition this paper also discusses the reconstruction of the characters and . It is suggested that the
characters and should be reconstructed with a voiceless liquid initial (* 19 and a central vowel (~ -om)
respectively and the character should be categorized into the ( " -op=s ) group.

Keywords: Old Chinese reconstruction excavated texts ‘“new” reconstruction systems
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