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A Study of the Style of Documents of Ceming(f1#) and the Character of

Qinghua Manuscript Sheming(5% 1)
Chen Minzhen

Abstract: The system of scribes issuing orders instead of kings can be traced back to the early Western Zhou
Dynasty at the latest. The documents of Ceming(#7) in the middle and late Western Zhou Dynasty had the
characteristics of stylization. They were written in advance and read by scribes at the ceremony of Ceming(J}}fi7).
The first half of Sheming(4i7) and Luogao(¥#% &) and Kanggao(Fé5t) are not real documents of Ceming(###y). In
fact, they should belong to Gao(ifi). Gao(#) issued by the kings or princes of the Western Zhou Dynasty should
come from on-the-spot speeches or dialogues. The last part of Sheming(fffiir) should be the record of the ceremony
of Ceming(/#} 1) and a document of Ceming(#ftiir) with only an exclamation Jie("%) remained.

Key words: Ceming(##}17); documents of Ceming(#ftir); Sheming(f#ir)
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