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Research on the Usage of the Word ‘Wang’ in the Oracle-Bone Inscriptions in the Shang Dynasty
YU Suisheng

Abstract: Some scholars considered that *Wang’ is a transitive verb before the Nanbei dynasty and changed
into an intransitive verb after the Nanbei dynasty because usage cases of it having objects were seldom in the
language documents of the Xianqin dynasty. This paper has collected its all cases in the Oracle-Bone Inscrip-
tions, and mainly studied the usage of it having place objects and quantity changing in varied periods. And
this paper has also introduced the usage of it having objects in the bronze ware inscriptions in the Liangzhou
dynasty,and the language documents from the Xiangin periods to the Nanbei dynasty. At last, we consider
that *wang’ is a transitive verb in the Oracle-Bone Inscriptions,and usage of having objects gradually reduc-
ing , but not disappearing.and it was not a new usage to have objects in the Nanbei dynasty,but the old usage
is carried on and is revived.

Key words: The Oracle-Bone Inscriptions,the Shang Dynasty, Wang, Usage

(4t WHEARESE XBMHFRH 400715)



