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On Yanji(B &%) in Guoji Yan($EZ=}) from Beibaie(Jt H#§) Tomb

Wu Zhenfeng

Abstract: Guoji Yan($%Z= i) of the early Spring and Autumn Period, unearthed in
Beibaie(dt 4 #5) Tomb, Yuanqu(1E i) County, Shanxi Province, was inscribed the words
‘Guoji Wei Yanji Tengyan(9EZ= 5% 2 Wi 2 l) ° on it. Some scholars believe that Yan([£) is
Southern Yan(Fi) surnamed Ji(4&%) and that Yanji([Z ) is a royal girl of Guoji(¥Z%). After a
comprehensive study of those relics in the tomb and extant texts, the author believes that Yan([Z)
is Northern Yan(#&) surnamed Ji({li), founded by Taibao Zhaogong( K {# H 2), and that
Yanji([Z %) is not a royal girl of Guoji(#$Z%), but an ordinary one in Northern Yan(#), and
that this Yan(Jifi) is nothing to do with Southern Yan(3) surnamed Ji(4%), but a Tengqi(f&2%)
made by Guoji($£Z%) for a would-be bride of Yan(i£) country of the same surname.

Key words: Guoji($52%); Yanji([Z 4i#); Northern Yan(3); Southern Yan(GH)
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