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A study of synonymous replacement in Dong-ba manuscripts
YU Sui-sheng

(Institute of Chinese Language and Historical Documents, Southwest University, Chongqging 400715, China)

Abstract: Synonymous replacement( )is a written language phenomenon in which one word
can be record as character A, but it reads as character B, which has the same meaning of character A
or a similar meaning. Synonymous replacement is a popular phenomenon in Dong-ba manuscripts. Ac-
cording to the size of linguistic units, this paper divides the synonymous replacement in Dong-ba man-
uscripts into two categories at either the lexical level or the syntactical level with examples. It con-
cludes that the nature of synonymous replacement is a temporary pragmatic phenomenon rather than
an extension of meaning or a borrowing of a similar character, whose study has much significance to a
correct understanding of the relationships between Dong-ba scripts and the Naxi language, a correct
interpretation of Dong-ba scripts and their rich ethnic and cultural implications as well as the promo-
tion of the research of the ancient writings of other ethnic groups and the study of philological theo-
ries.

Key words: Dong-ba scripts; synonymous; replacement
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