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Writing Age of The Tsinghua Bamboo-Slips Mingxun(f53/) and its Significance

in the History of Thought
Liu Guangsheng

Abstract: In the late Spring and Autumn Period, the word Ye(t) was commonly used, but it was used only
once in the Tsinghua Bamboo-Slips Mingxun(f 7). Based on the usage rules of function words, quotations from
literature and clues in the history of thought, it can be decided that the writing era of the abbreviated Mingxun(7iy 5/ll)
is about the middle of the Spring and Autumn Period. The Tsinghua Bamboo-Slips Mingxun(fir3/l) divides the
destiny into the major destiny and the minor destiny, fully affirming the individual's subjective initiative, and paving
the way for the appearance of the Confucian theory of human nature. Mingxun(fi#ll), Baoxun({#5/ll) and Zhouyi(JH
%) all emphasize the middle way and point to Zhou Wenwang. The simplified version of Mingxun(fi73/l) might be
the product of scholars respecting Wen Wang and explaining his ideas during the Spring and Autumn Period.

Key words: Tsinghua Bamboo-Slips Mingxun(fiy 3)ll); writing era; academic value
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