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Judgment of the Same Grapheme and Relationship Evolution of the
Grapheme and Graph

DENG Zhang-ying
(Institute for Chinese Language & Document, South West university, Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract: To know the number of graphemes in writing system requires the distinguishment between graphs
and graphemes. A grapheme records a word, and is recorded by one or more graphs. Graphs differ from each
other by their written forms; the grapheme’ function is to record different words through its graphs. Different
graphemes may share one same graph, and one grapheme may have different graphs. Graphs have three kinds of
functions. There are two standards to determine whether a graph belongs to the same grapheme: 1) the words
recorded is the same; 2) the graph is only used to record the original word. In the development of Chinese
writing systems, the relationship between graphemes and graphs alters.

Key words: graph; grapheme; identity; relationship evolution
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