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Notes to the Shifa on the Bamboo Slips Collected by Tsinghua University

WANG Hua-ping

( Institute of Chinese Documents, Southwest University, Beibei 400715, China)

Abstract: This paper gives different explanations about the terms xu & ,zhaomu B3#8 and xiao % from the interpretations of them in
the originally published edition of the Shifa on the bamboo slips collected by Tsinghua University. It also analyzes in detail the princi—
ples and basis for the drawing of the Guawei ( trigram—position) Diagram and Renshen ( Human Body) Figure. The term xiao & means
confusion, much different from the meaning of yao 3% (lines) in the Zhou Changes. The reason why the positions of Kan [Z=] and
Li [Z=] are opposite to their positions described in the Shuogua ( Discussion of the Trigrams) is that the Shifa takes both the mean—
ings of the two characters and their yin or yang attributions into account. Since the Shifa views Gen [S=] as water, the sequence of
the trigrams in the diagram is more congruent with the producing cycle of the Five Agents than that described in the Shuogua. In addi-
tion, the evidence for that Kan [ZZ] is associated with fire in the Shifa can be found in the Shuogua and the trigram diagram hidden
in the Human Body Figure is identical to the Later Heaven Eight Trigram Sequence in the Shuogua. Thus it can be seen that during
the Warring States period (475221 BCE) the relationship between the Shifa and the Zhouyi are complex and there exists mutual in—
fluences between them.
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