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Li Fa, Analysis of Two Groups of Near-synonym Sacrifice Names in Oracle Bone
Inscriptions
Abstract: This paper analyzes the two groups of names of sacrifice Ji (%) and Si (£) , Gao
(#) andCe (&) inoracle bone inscriptions. It is found that "Ji" is mainly used as the name
of sacrifice, which is a special name for a certain way of sacrifice; More than half of the use cases
of "Si" are chronological words, and nearly half of the use cases are sacrificial names, which are
general terms of sacrificial ways. From the pre-Qin polysyllabic words composed of the Ji and Si,
there are more words containing "Ji* than "Si". However, with the evolution of the meaning of the
words, the use of the modified compound word "Jisi (£%fE) " gradually prevails. The proper name
of "Ji" has been generalized and has become the same general name as "Si". Finally, "Jisi" has
become a parallel compound word. "Gao" and "Ce" are synonyms, which are similar to each other
in general sense; but specifically, "Gao" refers to report, focusing on oral, while "Ce" refers to
written report, focusing on written. When Gao and Ce bring sacrificial objects, their grammatical
forms are also different; However, the word "Ce" is followed a certain god generally, while "Gao"
is often used in "Gao+Yu(7F*)+a certain god" and add the preposition "Yu" usually. As far as their
objects is concerned, most object of "Ce" refers to the use of animals, while most object of "Gao"
refers to the cause of sacrifice. In addition, the sacrificial animals used in "Gao" sacrifice include
cattle, sheep, male pigs, and livestock cubs; cattle are the main sacrificial animals, and one cattle is
the common one, nine cattle are the most in the Gao sacrificial cases. While the sacrificial objects
used in "CE" sacrifice are large in quantity and high in standard, including both animals and human
beings.
Key words: oracle bone inscriptions; Ji (4%) and Si (#£) ; Gao (%) andCe ()
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